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Origin and biblical basis for the death penalty
Capital punishment refers to the authorized killing of a person as a punishment for a certain crime. From history, Christian churches adopted capital punishment as a punishment mechanism that was used in society. The Roman Catechism asserted that God entrusted the civil authorities with the power of death and life. The power over life and death is not termed as murder rather obedience to God and his commandments.
Old Testament
From the Old Testament, capital punishment was very common which makes people believe that death penalty was created by God. From the Old Testament we have 36 capital punishments which include other offenses such as witchcraft, profanity addition to murder. Over time, most Christians don’t agree with the argument that the other 35 capital offenses in the bible are capital offenses, as they only term murder alone to be the capital crime. The book of Genesis 9:6 says that anyone who kills another person should be put to death, this shows that God acknowledges the death penalty according to Christianity (Heiliczer, 2019)..
New Testament
The New Testament represents the greatest execution of all time in the bible, which is the death of God’s Son, Jesus Christ on the cross. Although New Testament is based on forgiveness, it still permits the state to execute lawbreakers in a way of punishing, from the book of Matthew 15:4 in the bible, Jesus said that anyone who speaks badly of any parent should die. From his story Jesus himself never used violent behavior in most of his doings; he also never denied the authority of the state on using capital punishment. Apostle Paul had an obvious reference to the application of specifically the death penalty, from his books, he wrote to the magistrate who was in authority from the book of Romans he says that one should not use sword in uselessly because he was God’s servant and has the ability to execute his anger on the convicts. The commandment that says thou shall not kill affirms capital punishment. This commandment has triggered a lot of arguments based on its interpretation where some Christians urge that the commandment is only tied to killing alone.
Does the death penalty provide valid punishment in today’s society?
Capital punishment is the denial of the right to live and other civil liberties, according to how it is stated in the Bill of Rights. As far as capital punishment is barbaric and way harsh, it is still being practiced even in America where in December 2020, a total of 2,591 convicts are still on the row of the death penalty. Capital punishment does not stop violent crimes, as it is ranked as the lowest among all the means of crime reduction. Through legislation, advocacy and litigation we can achieve the abolishment of execution and capital punishment. The death penalty is always a blow to a state as it wastes up tax funds and sells trauma and psychological issues to the convict's family (Dreisbach, 2017)..
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